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Stand Up Speak Out Branch Toolkit
“Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings.”
Nelson Mandela February 2005. Make Poverty History Launch - Trafalgar Square London
This month, Medsin are supporting the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) as a set of actions, stunts and events of solidarity take place across the whole world.  

What is GCAP?

The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a growing alliance of trade unions, community groups, faith groups, women and youth organisations, NGOs and other campaigners working together across more than 100 national platforms. GCAP is calling for action from the world’s leaders to meet their promises to end poverty and inequality. The white band is our symbol and expression of solidarity against poverty. 

Why are we doing it?

In 2000, leaders of 189 countries signed up to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),a global plan to halve poverty by 2015. The STAND UP campaign strives to remind governments and policy makers of their promise. The promise to end poverty, inequality and hunger. The promise to stop  children dying from preventable diseases. The promise to ensure basic education for all children, particularly girls. The promise to stop women dying during pregnancy and childbirth. The promise to provide water and sanitation and to protect the environment. 

What are we doing?

We are asking Medsin branches to mobilise their members in any way that brings attention to the fact that world leaders are failing to make sufficient progress on meeting the Millennium Development Goals.  Here are some ideas:

· Print faces of G8 leaders onto paper and make into masks – dress up 8 people in running gear and assemble people with signs saying “World Leaders Get On Track to meet the Millennium Development Goals" and "The Race Is On to end global poverty and inequality"

· Wear white clothes and face-paint – hold signs in town centre, university campus, high street with signs similar to above

· Have stall in busy area with leaflets and pre-written letters asking MP to improve efforts to increase foreign aid, debt cancellation, responding to climate change, fair trade etc

· Hold a rally with your students with signs and placards
· Read out the pledge (below) in solidarity with other groups
· Press release any action to media (see press release below)

· Show a film and distribute petitions or letter to MPs to those attending

· Invite your MP or Student Union President to attend
Media

Remember ‘Media’ doesn’t just mean the broadsheet newspapers. It means your church newsletter, local newspapers, nearby student newspapers and your organisation’s website. In winning the fight for global justice, this is equally important, if not more important than what we usually think of as ‘media’.

What to do

Send a press release

A press release is simply you alerting your local media that something is going on. 

1) You need to include 

- First line: who is doing something, what is happening, where and when 

- Second line: why it is interesting

- Third Line: A quote

- Fourth line: More information

A model press release is included overleaf. 

2) Once you have sent it to your local newspaper, call them up to check they have received it, and ask if you can have an opinion piece as well. 

3) Emphasise again what you are doing, why, and why it is interesting.

4) Try and get a direct line number – a mobile if possible, and give them yours again. Check they are sending photographers. 

5) Don’t forget to write up the report in any newsletters or publications that might allow you to, such as your local church newsletter, school newsletter, website, or a website like Indymedia.  

PRESS RELEASE/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: HAMLEY PARISHIONERS IN WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT

(Today’s date)

For Immediate release or EMBARGOED FOR 17 OCTOBER 2008. 

Photo Opportunity: Hamley residents protest against poverty outside Hamley Town Hall, 3.30pm, 17 October 2008, Westside Road, Hamley. 

Hamley residents will make their voice heard against global poverty today by ‘Standing Up Against Poverty’ outside Hamley town hall. Afterwards they will visit local MP Jonathan Pilkington to lobby him to work for more effective aid, fairer trade rules, debt cancellation and real action on climate change.   

They are amongst millions around the world who are creatively standing up and taking action against poverty and inequality on 17 October - World Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

Hamley Vicar Paul Burgess, who will be joining the event today, said ‘Freedom from poverty is a human right. Unfortunately politicians are not yet delivering adequate measures on aid, trade, debt and climate to make those human rights a reality’. 

In 2007, 43.7 million people around the world simultaneously took action on this day – a Guinness world record. In 2008 campaigners intend to break their own record, and make their way in to the record books once again. 

ENDS-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes

1: For more information please call (Your telephone number) or email (Your email address)

2: The Stand Up and Take Action against Poverty and Inequality Guinness World Record attempt will take place over 3 days - Friday October 17 to Sunday October 19 – see www.standagainstpoverty.org.

3: The event is part of the 50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality called by Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) – the world’s largest civil society coalition. For more information about this, please click here www.whiteband.org
4: Events will take place in more than 100 countries. 

5: The event uses the ‘white band’ - symbol of the global movement against poverty and inequality. 

Introduction to STAND UP and TAKE ACTION Challenge
In a moment we will be asking you all to STAND UP in support of the eradication of extreme poverty. World leaders have promised to do this by achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. By performing this symbolic action you will be reminding them of this promise and joining millions of people in over 100 countries who today will be doing the same. Not only will you be standing up, but you will be counted too. The action you are about to perform will be counted as part of an official Guinness World Record for the most number of people to simultaneously STAND UP against Poverty! With that, if I could please ask you to stand during the anti poverty pledge:

STAND UP “ Pledge ”
We stand here proudly as members of the generation that intends to defeat extreme poverty. 
We cannot stay seated when a child born in a poor country today will die 30 years earlier than a child born in a wealthy one: when tens of thousands of people die unnecessarily every day. 
And we stand up because we are asking not for charity but justice – we know, that in our names, world leaders have made mighty promises to bring this to an end – they are called the Millennium Development Goals. What is needed is the political will to achieve and exceed these goals - so we are on our feet to say - 
To the leaders of the wealthy countries – be great - fight to keep your promises – debt cancellation, more and better aid, and trade rules that help fight poverty – you know what needs to be done – do it. 
We also stand before the leaders of poorer countries to say – be great – make it your first responsibility to save the lives of your poorest citizens. We ask you to achieve real transparency and accountability in how money is spent, to tackle inequality, to root out corruption. You know what needs to be done. Do it. 
We wish to set a record today of the number of people standing up to demand action on poverty – but the record we really want to break is the world’s record of breaking promises and just ignoring the poor. We don’t want record numbers of people dying of poverty every year for the rest of our lives.
(Insert local / personal message here) 
We are six billion Voices. We want justice now. No more excuses. We will not stand for them.

Thank you for participating in this important action. STAND UP events such as this are taking place today all over the world, from Times Square, New York, to the smallest school in the tsunami-struck Aceh province in Indonesia. Wherever you are, know that your action is critical in reminding world leaders to keep their promise to end extreme poverty by 2015.

We are the first generation that can end extreme poverty; we must refuse to miss this historic opportunity!

