Campaigning tools you never knew existed 
You may have heard of sending a letter to your MP or getting students to sign post cards to send to Tony Blair. All good, but this guide will introduce you to campaign tools you may never knew existed, and tell you how to use them. 

Part I - Dealing with the mp surgery 
What is a MP Surgery? Its essentially a forum for you to go and speak to your MP about any issue you want. You will get a specific time slot of maybe 5-10 mins to present your case. 

How do you arrange it? You can find out when your MP has their surgery by checking their web site, by telephoning their office, or it may be in your local paper. You will need to book an appointment to meet your MP.

Once you have an appointment, how do you prepare? 
a) Do your research – read up about the MP and their interests from their website, the local council website is a good option, so is wikipedia.com, also newspaper etc. If you can personalize your campaign then all the better.
b) Practice runs – perhaps ask a non-technical, neutral friend to be your MP and interview you. The main aim is to prepare what you will say and how you will say it & to anticipate questions your MP might ask you and to have answers to them. You could brainstorm these before you all have a go at being interviewed – This worked particularly well for us as people came up with some excellent points whilst they were being interviewed.
c) Know what you want them to do for you - Again discuss what you want out of the meeting. Remember you don’t have to be an expert in the workings of parilment- they are there to work for you. Though some suggestions include asking him/her to:
· Speak or write to the appropriate Government Minister on your behalf, asking what is being done, or will be done to address your concerns.
· also your MP can ask parliamentary questions to get information from the Government, 
· or to press for change on an issue…Ask them what they can do for you.
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PREPARATION IS EVERYTHING - Remember that attending surgeries are a powerful way of delivering a message to your MP, and can have a lot of impact. You have one chance. 


After the meeting write it up or make notes so you remember what was said and the result. 

The Bristol Who4WHO just did this last week. It was great success; we learnt a lot and enjoyed it! Get in touch if you want to know more, or if you visit you MP because we’ll love know how it went, our e-mail adds are at the bottom.  And go on talk, to your MP!!! 
Part I of this guide was written by Bristol who4WHO for all other medical students. 
Part II and III will be printed soon and look at hiring rooms in the houses of Parliament, Civil Disobedience and the use of "new media".
Email: dave.biles@gmail.com (Dave), nj35@leicester.ac.uk (Neha- intercalating in Bristol) 
Tips on the day:-


Keep discussions simple, and always be polite, even if your MP does not agree with your point.


When you go in the first question will probably be how can I help you today? Try and get the main point campaign across in the first 20 seconds. 


Do not assume the MP has any prior knowledge of the subject area – we encountered this when speaking about the WHO elections, e.g. he did not know what WHO was. 


Remember most MPs love the student vote so go and enjoy discussing the issue you think is important.











Bristol City Council Building, this is where the Bristol West MP surgery is. 


Where is yours?











