Implementation Policy for Medsin’s Policy for the Protection of Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults

Introduction

Medsin-UK requires its members to ensure that appropriate mechanisms are in place to deal with issues relating to the protection of vulnerable persons. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance on how the Medsin network can implement the vulnerable persons-protection policy in their activities. .

1) Screening of Volunteers

i. To ensure the safety of the vulnerable persons we work with, volunteers must be screened according to the minimum requirements of the organisation in which they are working. In most cases this is an enhanced criminal records disclosure (Criminal Records Bureau [CRB] check). 

ii. If the organisation within which the volunteer is working does not stipulate any screening requirements, the leader of that local project should be encouraged to obtain character references and self-disclosures for their volunteers as a minimum, but with the ideal standard of screening being an enhanced criminal records disclosure.

2) Vulnerable persons protection training

i. All volunteers must have training in the protection of vulnerable persons from a named specialist in protection. This training could be given by the named child protection officer (Named Consultant Paediatrician or Nurse Specialist) in your local hospital trust or students union. 

ii. We also recommend that all volunteers undergo training in working with children/vulnerable persons. 

iii. Both these sessions could be run in conjunction with other local projects.
3) Responsibilities

i. There must be a named person on the local project committee, who is responsible for ensuring that volunteers are adequately screened and have undergone the required training before they participate in project’s activities. This person should see proof of screening – for example the original CRB disclosure certificate, and should keep a meticulous record for all their volunteers that includes that proof of suitability was seen and the date on which the volunteer was trained.. This named person will be accountable for the records kept in the event of a claim against on their volunteers.
ii. If individual volunteers do not adhere to these responsibilities, they are fully self-accountable in the event that a claim against them is made.

iii. If a project chooses not to adopt this policy and Medsin-UK’s protection of vulnerable persons policy, Medsin-UK strongly encourages them to adopt a suitable policy written by an appropriate and reputable organisation. The project group must then take responsibility for ensuring that their chosen policy is appropriate and must accept that they are fully self-accountable in the event of a claim made against them. 

iv. We encourage local project coordinators to ensure that all volunteers have indemnity cover for the work they do.

v. Local project coordinators are ultimately responsible for their volunteers.

vi. Local project coordinators are responsible for informing national project coordinators that their members have been suitably trained and screened.

4) Incident reports

Written records made in the case of a disclosure or allegation of abuse must be kept confidential. However, if an incident occurs, we encourage the group to complete a brief incident report form, containing:

i. The age and sex of the vulnerable person involved 

ii. Whether the incident was of suspected abuse or an allegation against a volunteer.

iii. The project in which the volunteers was involved.

iv. The age and sex of the volunteer involved.
Blank report forms are available at www.medsin.org/cpp/reportforms. This incident report should be passed on to the local project coordinator, who shall pass it on to the national project coordinator, who will inform the vice president for projects of Medsin-UK.  All volunteers should be made aware of this process.

5) Review

This implementation policy should be reviewed every year, and the vulnerable persons  protection policy reviewed every two years. This process will be coordinated by the vice-president for projects, in association with the national committee and activities board. 
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