Who4WHO Campaign

c/o: The Global Health Advocacy Project

60 Ridgmount Gardens, London WC1E 7AU

8th November 2006

Dear Minister 
Election of the WHO Director-General

Following the tragic death of Dr Lee Jong-wook, we are taking this opportunity to write to you about the election, in November 2006, of the next Director-General of the World Health Organisation. We are a diverse international group of organisations and individuals, including academics, NGOs, community groups, healthcare professionals and students. We all share a concern for global health, especially the health of the world's poorest people.
WHO is responsible for upholding the right to health of more than six billion people. Fundamental democratic values such as transparency should therefore underlie this election. At present, however, the election process does not uphold these values (as defined in article 31[7] of the WHO constitution, and by Rule 52 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board). 

Two concerns stand out in particular: 

· None of the Executive Board discussions during the election process are held in public, and voting is by secret ballot. 

· All Executive Board members are official representatives of their respective governments. Some have no public health background, and political agendas easily dominate. The Board itself has only 34 members, leaving 159 UN member states unrepresented in the process.

Past elections for the position of Director-General have raised many concerns about procedures, including allegations of improper pressures put on countries to back certain candidates; a voting process that skews results perversely towards weaker candidates; candidates themselves making promises that do not meet global health needs or WHO priorities; and lack of access for the public at large to join the debate. 

In your capacity as Health Minister of a UN member state, we urge you to use your influence to highlight the problems with the present system, and encourage the adoption of a more transparent and equitable process. The options need to be debated: requiring candidates to publish and widely circulate manifestos and make themselves available for public debate would be a good start. Reform of the electoral process should also be discussed, including moving to an open ballot and widening the franchise to include a broader range of member states. 

We also respectfully propose that all Ministers of Health discuss in advance their reasons for backing certain candidates with relevant civil society organisations in their own countries, or at least discuss the key attributes they seek in a Director-General. This would uphold the WHO constitution, which states that “informed opinion and active co-operation on the part of the public are of the utmost importance in the improvement of the health of the people.” It would also promote a key aspect of the right to health identified by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in a recent General Comment – the participation of the population in all health-related decision-making, including at the international level.

As organisations especially concerned with the health of the poor, we believe the WHO should represent the interests of the least powerful – by definition those most likely to have their right to health denied. It is therefore vital that the Director-General is selected on his or her ability to be accountable to the vulnerable in an increasingly unequal world, and to lead the changes needed to improve global health. We ask countries to consider that the selection of such a leader would, in the longer term, confer more benefits on all countries (including your own) than the shorter-term advantages that many often believe to accrue from selecting a candidate according to more self-interested criteria. 

Without a transparent election process, it is extremely difficult to make progress towards the goals outlined above. Our suggestions may not influence the current election process but we hope that you will be able to discuss them with your colleagues when you gather in Geneva in November. Steps could also then be taken to initiate long-overdue electoral reforms in time for subsequent elections.
We look forward to hearing your thoughts on this matter.
Yours sincerely
Marion Birch (on behalf of Medact, UK)

David Biles (on behalf of the Global Health Advocacy Project, UK)

Abi Smith (President, on behalf of Medsin, UK) 

Professor Julian Tudor-Hart (Author and General Practitioner, UK) 
Michael Wilks (Chair, Annual Representative Body, British Medical Association) 

Sir Alexander Macara (Chairman, National Heart Forum, UK) 

Dr J. Jaime Miranda (Wellcome Trust Research Training Fellow, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK) 

Alejandro Fournier (Medical Student at Universidad de Costa Rica and President of IFMSA-Costa Rica) 

David Woodward (Head, New Global Economy Programme, New Economics Foundation) 

Dr Adamson Muula (University of Malawi College of Medicine, Malawi) 

Gill Walt (Professor of International Health Policy, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine) 

Katie Garman (Medsin President 2005-06, Birmingham, UK) 

Daniel Udatinya (Medical Student, Rwanda) 

Chris Willott (Centre for International Health and Development, London, UK) 

Dr Miguel San Sebastian (Umeå International School of Public Health, Sweden) 

Obatunde Oladapo (National Secretary, on behalf of the Treatment Action Movement, Nigeria) 

Navoun Silue (Biotechnology Student, RCI, France) 

Ahmed Sewehli (UK JDC member, BMA International Committee member, UK) 

Alessandra Cerioli (Health and Treatment Coordinator, Lega Italiana per la Lotta contro l'AIDS, Italy) 

Sophie Martin (Tutor, Centre for International Health and Development, University College London, UK) 

Ali Zumla (Professor of Infectious Diseases and International Health, University College London) 

Veronica King (Vice-President for Welfare, National Union of Students, UK) 

Mahmoud Aboud (Medical Student, Sudan) 

Claire Proctor (Doctor, Newcastle, UK) 

Daniel Rodriguez (Medical Student, Malaga, Spain) 

Silvana Forti (PhD student, Public Health, Université Laval, Canada) 

Dr Gilles de Wildt (Jiggins Lane Medical Centre, Bimingham, UK) 

Sybrich Tiemersma (Medical Student, Groningen, The Netherlands) 

Sunil B Pant (President, Blue Diamond Society, Kathmandu, Nepal) 

Sue Armstrong (Health Writer and Broadcaster, Edinburgh, UK) 

Sylvia Elena Josephy Hernández (Medical Student, Costa Rica) 

John S Yudkin (Professor of Medicine and Director, International Health and Medical Education Centre, University College London) 

Nina Tellegen (Director, on behalf of Wemos, the Netherlands) 

Ellen Verheul (Team Leader, Advocacy, Wemos, the Netherlands) 

Melissa Salazar Ríos (Medical Student, Costa Rica) 

David Beran (Swiss citizen, resident in the UK, Project Coordinator for a charity working on diabetes in developing countries) 

Dr David McCoy (Specialist Registrar in Public Health, London, UK) 

Dr Gopal Dabade (Dharwad, India) 

Jane Salvage (Registered Nurse, International health Consultant, London) 

Andy Rutherford (Head, International Partnerships, on behalf of One World Action) 

Simon Wright (Project Manager, European Network for Global Health, ActionAid International) 

Katy Athersuch (UK Campaigns Coordinator, Student Partnerships Worldwide) 

Dr Nancy Gerein (Senior Fellow in Monitoring and Evaluation of Health Programmes, Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, Leeds, UK) 

Dr Reinhard Huss (Teaching Fellow, Public Health, Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, Leeds, UK) 

Dr David Blane (Glasgow, UK) 

Mark Harrington (On behalf of the Treatment Action Group, New York) 

Jadoon M. Amin (TB Consultant, working in Pakistan) 

Humberto Juárez Rosario (President, IFMSA - Panamá) 

Michael Rowson (Teaching Fellow, Centre for International Health and Development, University College London, UK) 

Will Horwitz (Psychology Student, Cambridge, UK) 

Wim Vandevelde (On behalf of Grupo Português de Activistas sobre Tratamentos de VIH/SIDA, Portugal AND the European AIDS Treatment Group, Brussels) 

Melvine Wajir (CEO, Peer Education Program of Cameroon) 

Dr Fath Alloba (Royal Liverpool University Hospital, UK) 

Samia Khoury (Dietician/Nutritionist, Beirut, Lebanon) 

Jay Bhatt (Student, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, USA) 

Professor Ronald Labonté (Canada Research Chair, Globalization/Health Equity, Institute of Population Health, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ottawa) 

Elisabeth McElderry (General Practitioner, North Devon, UK) 

Luiz Carlos C Fernandes Júnior (Medical Student, Universidade Federal do Paraná - PR, Brazil)
Michele McInerney (Nursing Student, Birmingham, UK) 

Joaquín Verduzco Ponce de León (Presidente IFMSA- México) 

Nick Emmel (Lecturer in Health Policy and Development, University of Leeds) 

Martin Hartog (Medact, UK) 
Stephen Allen (Consultant Pediatrician, Swansea, UK) 

Professor John Wagstaff (Consultant Medical Oncologist, Swansea, UK) 

Mary Tegger (Harbourview Medical Centre, Seattle) 

Mohamed AlShaaban (IFMSA-Bahrain) 

Matthew Ellis (Consultant Paediatrician and Senior Lecturer in Child Health, Bristol, UK) 

Jessica Tang (Asociación Peruana de Estudiantes de Medicina Humana, Peru) 

Adetolu Odufuye (Medical Student, USA) 

Ammar Kassem Sara (Medical Student, Ain Shams University, Egypt) 

John Yates (Professor of Medical Genetics, University of Cambridge, UK) 

Filip Dabrowski (Medical Student, Poland) 

Dr Fred Martineau (Bristol, UK) 

Armand Totouom (Coordinator, Association SunAids, Cameroon) 

Dr Virginia Leggatt (Medical Foundation for the Victims of Torture, London) 

Niina Markkula (FiMSIC, Finland) 

Dr Anna-Karin Hurtig (Senior lecturer in Public Health, Umeå International School of Public Health, Sweden) 

Lawrence Loh (Resident Physician, Department of Family and Community Medicine, Toronto, Canada) 

Bruno Abarca Tomás (National Officer on Human Rights and Peace, IFMSA-Spain) 

Lola Loewenthal (Vice President of the Organising Committee, 56th IFMSA August General Assembly, UK) 

Duncan Still (Theme Coordinator, 56th IFMSA August General Assembly, UK)

Liz Anderson (Teaching Fellow, Bristol University, UK) 

Erika Arteaga-Cruz (Doctor, Ecuador) 

Monica Olivares (Law Student, Mexico) 

Robert Hughes (Medical Student, Bristol, and Think Global Initiative Project Coordinator, International Federation of Medical Students' Associations) 

Dr Bruce Bolam (Specialist Trainee in Public Health, North Somerset Primary Care Trust, UK) 

Rubén Gálvez López (Doctor, Spain) 

Robert Goss (Doctor, London, UK) 

Lizzie Crane (Primary School Teacher, London, UK) 

Dr Syed Ali (General Practitioner, London, UK) 

Denis Cannon (on behalf of UK registered charity Akamba Aid Fund, Somerset, UK) 

Elean Ali (Practice nurse and practice manager, London, UK) 

Hafidh Ameir (MA MPH student, Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, Leeds, UK) 

Kathy Akhion - (MA MPH student, Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, Leeds, UK) 

Timothy Rittman (Chair, JASME, Doctor, Nottingham, UK) 

Naomi Rundle (International Health BSc Student, Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, Leeds, UK) 

Leeds University Student Union 

Laura Stroud (Teaching fellow at the Nuffield Institute for Health, Leeds University, UK) 

Dr. Jane Muris, (Associate Specialist in Adult Psychiatry, Shrewsbury, UK.) 

Emily Culme-Seymour (Chemical Engineering PhD Student, London, UK)

Sohur Mire (Medical Student, London, UK) 

Ana Murcia Olagüenaga (Medical Student, Spain) 

And more than 700 others. See full list at www.medsin.org/who4who
