Medical Students Protest WHO Elections around the World
On the eve of the announcement of the new Director General of the World Health Organisation, medical students have been protesting around the world

The Problem

The World Health Organisation (WHO) is terribly important. It is the only global body with the authority to provide critical leadership on the big issues in health, from the response to avian flu to HIV/AIDS and tobacco control.

Sadly, the process of selecting the leader of the WHO is profoundly undemocratic. Only 34 of 193 member countries have a vote, many of the discussions happen behind closed doors and the WHO fails to encourage debate about the relative merits of the candidates.
Protests

A thousand people, including prominent academics, healthcare students and professionals, from 35 countries, have signed a letter expressing concern about this lack of democracy. 
This letter has been posted to every ministry of health in the world. Today it has been delivered by hand to ministries in 10 countries – UK, Costa Rica, Austria, Finland, Sudan, South Africa, Malaysia, Bahrain, Peru and Poland. 
In London, 30 medical students gathered outside the Ministry of Health on Whitehall with banners that read “WHO cares? We do” and “Time for democracy”. They handed in the letter and headed down to the river to hear speeches from members of Medsin’s Global Health Advocacy Project and Medact, a group of campaigning healthcare professionals.


Photos and personal accounts of the international hand deliveries are now available from www.medsin.org/who4who. 
Signatories

The response to our call for signatories was phenomenal. In a short period of time, around 1000 individuals from 35 countries have signed. Signatories include Leeds Student Union, Sir Alexander Macara, Dr Michael Wilks of the BMA, the South African Medical Students Association, Gill Walt, Professor of International Health Policy at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the Treatment Action Movement of Nigeria, the Treatment Action Group in New York, Wemos and the European AIDS Treatment Group. Medical students from every medical school in the UK have signed. A full list can be found at www.medsin.org/who4who.
Enquiries
Photos and the letter can be downloaded from www.medsin.org/who4who. For enquiries or interviews, please contact…

Dave Biles (Medsin, Bristol) on 07890 712088
Rosie Crane (Medsin, London) on 07967 968870
Mike Rowson (Who4WHO Campaign) on 07703 214469
Alison Whyte  (Medact) on 07940 170764



















