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February Campaign Action Pack – Health Systems

Medsin-UK's Health Systems campaign works at a range of different levels to strengthen health systems in poorer countries. This includes campaigning to stop the drain of doctors from poor to rich countries and supporting efforts to increase the number of health workers in developing countries. We also support the development of international health links to provide sustainable training opportunities for health professionals.

Our "Health Systems" approach also seeks to support other fundamental parts of a healthy society, such as fighting user fees that prevent any access to health care and opposing international restrictions on public health expenditure. We are delighted to be working with Oxfam as part of their Blind Optimism campaign, which highlights how privatisation of service provision threatens to further reduce access to health care for those who need it most
 This month, Medsin are working with Oxfam to build support for the release of their new policy paper “Blind Optimism – Challenging the myths of privatisation of health care in developing countries”.  The paper is being released in Washington on 11th February at an event hosted by Oxfam and the World Bank, and hopes to influence some of the major players in health care provision in developing countries. 

Oxfam are calling for the World Bank and rich donors, including the UK government, to invest in free public health care in developing countries, instead of unproven private sector solutions..

The paper is being supported by a joint action with UNISON (the public sector union in the UK) and is calling for Douglas Alexander to champion public provision of health care systems in developing countries through the policies and practices of DFID, the World Bank and global initiatives such as the International Health Partnership..

February Actions

1. Sign the action card/online e-action to Douglas Alexander

2. Hold a campaign stunt on “Public first” inviting local media and MPs.

3. Raise awareness of the new paper “Blind Optimism” by circulating it around your Medsin branch. 
Further information on resources for actions from page 4 onwards. 

What is the action about?

Private health care is often either too expensive for most people in poor countries, or so low quality it risks lives. 

Despite these problems, aid donors are actually pushing for more aid money - that's the cash which helps pay for things like hospitals, drugs and nurses in poor countries - to be spent on private services.

This must change. The international community must start taking public services seriously - and that means investing in health services provided by government that are proven to deliver for the poorest people. Only poor countries that rely mainly on public health services have succeeded in providing health care for all. 

As part of the launch and roll-out of of “Blind Optimism”, Oxfam are hosting a round table discussion with Douglas Alexander MP (Secretary for International Development), Dave Prentis (Head of Unison), Barbara Stocking (Oxfam CEO) and Anna Marriott (author of Blind Optimism). 

We need strong, wide spread support from the UK’s most informed and passionate campaigners – and that is where Medsin come in! 

Currently Oxfam are working on a joint action with Unison (The public services union) that will lobby Douglas Alexander MP, and tell him that the UK government must lead the way by championing free public health care for poor countries. We are aiming to collect over 10,000 emails and actions cards before the round table meeting, to represent the support of those fighting against global health inequalities.

Please visit: http:///www.oxfam.org.uk/publicfirst (live from 12 Feb).
Background on Blind Optimism 

Summary 

The realisation of the right to health for millions of people in poor countries depends upon a massive increase in health services to achieve universal and equitable access. A growing number of international donors are promoting an expansion of private-sector health-care and delivery to fulfil this goal. The private sector can play a role in health care. But the “Blind Optimism” paper shows there is an urgent need to reassess the arguments used in favour of scaling-up private sector provision in poor countries. The evidence shows that prioritising this approach is extremely unlikely to deliver health for poor people. Governments and rich country donors must strengthen state capacities to regulate and focus on the rapid expansion of free publicly provided health care, a proven way to save millions of lives worldwide. 

Recommendations

For donors: 

· Rapidly increase funding for the expansion of free universal health-care provision in low-income countries, including through the International Health Partnership. Ensure that aid is co-ordinated, predictable, and long-term, and where possible, is provided as health sector or general budget support. 

· Support research into successes in scaling-up public provision, and share these lessons with governments. 

· Consider the evidence and risks instead of promoting and diverting aid money to unproven and risky policies based on introducing Market reforms to public health systems and scaling-up private provision of healthcare. 

· Support developing country governments to strengthen their capacity to regulate existing private-health care providers. 

For developing country governments:

· Resist donor pressure to implement unproven and unworkable market reforms to the public health systems and an expansion of private-sector health service delivery. 

· Put resource expertise into evidence-based strategies to expand public provision of primary and secondary services, including spending at least 15 per cent of government budgets on health, and removing user fees. 

· Ensure citizen representation and oversight in planning, budget processes and monitoring public health-care delivery. 

· Work collaboratively with civil society to maximise access and improve quality of health-care provision. 

· Exclude health care from bilateral, regional or international trade investment agreements, including the General Agreement on Trade in Services negotiations in World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

For civil society:

· Act together to hold governments to account by engaging in policy development, monitoring health spending and service delivery, and exposing corruption.

· Resist pressure to commercialise operations and call on rich country donors and government to strengthen universal public heath services. 

· Ensure health services provided by CSOs complement and support the expansion of public health systems, including by signing on to the NGO Code of Conduct for Health Systems Strengthening. 

Resources for activism

1. The main resource from Oxfam online will be the webpage www.oxfam.org.uk/publicfirst. This page will contain:

· stories from India and Zambia

· a short film that can be streamed before lectures/at lunchtimes

· a link to a copy of full Blind Optimism text plus an executive summary

· a link to the online action 

· a blog from the Washington launch event 

· a space for photos of campaign stunts that Medsin will hopefully produce

2. Oxfam have also produced a campaign pack of stunt material including a banner that reads “Public First” and action cards.  
The set up of the stunt is very much up to you guys– a simple shot of a few people holding the banner will do, but use your imagination with white coats, pill boxes and people dressed up as patients. 

The pack will also include a draft press release that you can cater to you individual event.  If you can it could be worth getting some local media involved.

There is also a draft invitation to get your local politician along if you think this is a good idea. At least if they don’t turn up you can use the letter to send them a copy of your stunt photograph and an executive summary of the paper. 

To receive a campaign pack email Guppi at gbola@oxfam.org.uk with your name and Medsin branch, number of action cards and copies of executive summaries. Please also include an address to which the pack can be sent. It can be with you by the next day, but order them as soon as you can. Guppi will send a confirmation email to let you know it’s on its way. 

And finally! Once you’ve done your stunt, or spoken to your MP, or simply held a stall at your medical school – take a photo of what you’re done and email it to Guppi so your actions can be put up on the Medsin and Oxfam webpage. We need lots of activism to show support for public provision in developing countries and Medsin are definitely in the right place to do this. 

For immediate release

Students call for Douglas Alexander to put public first
At time on date, students from the campaigning group Medsin will be gathering at place and calling for the UK Department for International Development (DFID) to champion public health care services in developing countries.  This action coincides with the release of Oxfam’s new paper “Blind Optimism – challenging the myths about private health care in developing countries”.
At a time when the economic downturn is thought to drag another 40 million into poverty, Medsin are using their expert knowledge of global health inequalities to call on DFID to channel their aid in the most effective way possible. 

The global recession will hit poor countries worst because they do not have access to the kind of health care we take for granted in the UK. A growing number of international donors are promoting an expansion of private-sector health-care and delivery to fulfil this goal.  However, as Oxfam’s “Blind Optimism” paper demonstrates, evidence shows that prioritising this approach is extremely unlikely to deliver health for poor people.

Medsin campaigner, X, said: “A woman dies every minute in childbirth, because she can’t access the healthcare she needs.  Unless the UK government works with poor country governments to rapidly expand free publicly provided health care, millions of lives will continue to be lost.”

ENDS

DRAFT LETTER TO LOCAL POLITICIAN

Dear ……………………

Medsin…………., would like to invite you to our event …………………………………………

Medsin is a UK network of students who are interested in health, and work to help overcome global health inequalities. We are working alongside Oxfam on the issue of private healthcare in developing countries, and believe that DFID play an essential role in championing free public health care overseas. 

As a result of the global financial crisis, an additional 40 million people are going to be dragged into poverty, and so it is essential that aid donations be channelled in an effective and sustainable manner, with public provision being at the heart of DFID’s plans. 

Unfortunately, a growing number of international donors are promoting an expansion of private-sector health-care over public provision. The private sector can play a role in health care. However, there is an urgent need to reassess the arguments used in favour of scaling-up private sector provision in poor countries. 

The evidence shows that prioritising this approach is extremely unlikely to deliver health for poor people. Governments and rich country donors must strengthen state capacities to regulate and focus on the rapid expansion of free publicly provided health care, a proven way to save millions of lives worldwide.

To coincide with the release of Oxfam’s new paper “Blind Optimism – challenging the myths about private health care in developing countries”, Medsin campaigners will be carrying out stunts all over the UK addressing this issue.

We would therefore be most grateful if you would attend…………….

Also included is a copy of Blind Optimism’s executive summary and an action card for you to sign that will be sent to Douglas Alexander MP. 

Kind Regards 

