DRAFT LETTER TO LOCAL POLITICIAN

Dear ……………………

Medsin…………., would like to invite you to our event …………………………………………

Medsin is a UK network of students who are interested in health, and work to help overcome global health inequalities. We are working alongside Oxfam on the issue of private healthcare in developing countries, and believe that DFID play an essential role in championing free public health care overseas. 

As a result of the global financial crisis, an additional 40 million people are going to be dragged into poverty, and so it is essential that aid donations be channelled in an effective and sustainable manner, with public provision being at the heart of DFID’s plans. 

Unfortunately, a growing number of international donors are promoting an expansion of private-sector health-care over public provision. The private sector can play a role in health care. However, there is an urgent need to reassess the arguments used in favour of scaling-up private sector provision in poor countries. 

The evidence shows that prioritising this approach is extremely unlikely to deliver health for poor people. Governments and rich country donors must strengthen state capacities to regulate and focus on the rapid expansion of free publicly provided health care, a proven way to save millions of lives worldwide.

To coincide with the release of Oxfam’s new paper “Blind Optimism – challenging the myths about private health care in developing countries”, Medsin campaigners will be carrying out stunts all over the UK addressing this issue.

We would therefore be most grateful if you would attend…………….

Also included is a copy of Blind Optimism’s executive summary and an action card for you to sign that will be sent to Douglas Alexander MP. 

Kind Regards 

